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between Myanmar and India
09:15–11:30 NPT,  9 October 2020   |  Microsoft Teams

Background
Bilateral collaboration between India and Myanmar has 
received a strong boost with the recent signing of an 
MoU for cooperation on “Combating timber trafficking 
and conservation of tigers and other wildlife” in 
February 2020. 

HI-LIFE – a transboundary conservation and 
development initiative implemented by ICIMOD and 
its partners in China, India, and Myanmar – is looking 
to strengthen bilateral conservation efforts between 
India and Myanmar, by promoting the exchange of 
knowledge and best practices from across the Hindu 
Kush Himalayan (HKH) region.

The COVID-19 pandemic with its linkages to 
environmental degradation and human–wildlife inter-
relationships further underlines the importance of 
regional and international collaboration for biodiversity 
conservation and management. Inter-country and 
regional transboundary collaboration is imperative 
for the conservation of megafauna that have naturally 
extensive ranges and need contiguous habitats. 

Objectives
This virtual meeting will focus on tiger conservation 
and monitoring. India is globally recognized for its tiger 
conservation efforts, and Myanmar is also prioritizing 
the conservation of this flagship species. Close cross-
border collaboration between India and Myanmar 
through enhanced communication and information 
sharing, consultation, coordinated action, and joint 
implementation of wildlife management plans can 
further advance the mission of tiger conservation in  
the far-eastern Himalayan region. 

The meeting aims to: 

• Share regional knowledge and best practices from  
the region, including efforts in India and Myanmar

• Explore possible means and mechanisms for 
cooperation between India and Myanmar to 
strengthen actions within the broader framework  
of the MoU 

• Identify ICIMOD’s role in further strengthening 
bilateral collaborations for tiger conservation 
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Agenda

Time (NPT) Programme

09:15–09:30 Participants check-in on MS Teams

Introduction to house rules and participants by the host 

09:30–10:00 Moderator: Brij Mohan Singh Rathore, Chief Policy Advisor, ICIMOD

Opening remarks

Remarks from ICIMOD – David Molden, Director General, ICIMOD 

Remarks from Myanmar – Nyi Nyi Kyaw, Director General, Department of Forests,  
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation, Government of Myanmar

Remarks from India – Soumitra Das Gupta, Additional Director General, Wildlife,  
Ministry of Environment Forests and Climate Change, Government of India 

10:00-11.25 Experts’ insights and moderated discussion

Global experiences in tiger research and monitoring in the transboundary context  
– Rajesh Gopal, Secretary General, Global Tiger Forum 

India–Bhutan collaboration in tiger monitoring and conservation  
– Tshering Tempa, Program Director, Bhutan Tiger Center

India–Nepal Terai Arc collaboration in tiger monitoring and conservation  
–  Shiv Raj Bhatta, Director of Programs, WWF-Nepal

Tiger conservation and monitoring in India  
– SP Yadav, Member Secretary, National Tiger Conservation Authority, Government of India 

Tiger conservation and monitoring in Myanmar  
–  Pyi Soe Aung, Assistant Director, Nature Wildlife Conservation Division, Forest Department,  
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation, Government of Myanmar

Moderated discussion: Possible future collaborations between India and Government of Myanmar

11:25-11.30 Closing remarks and way forward  
– Eklabya Sharma, Deputy Director General, ICIMOD

Organized by:    Landscape Initiative for Far Eastern Himalaya (HI-LIFE), International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)
Supported by:   Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida)


