
The future of the Hindu Kush Himalaya 
(HKH) matters to over two billion people 
The first HKH Assessment report warned that even 1.5 degrees 
is too hot for the HKH region, and will lead to the loss of one-
third of glacier volume by end of century. At current emission 
trends, two-thirds of glacier volume will be lost. This session 
will discuss the key findings of the HKH Assessment report 
related to the HKH cryosphere and the IPCC SROCC findings 
on high mountain areas pertaining to the HKH. Through 
presentations and panel discussions the session will address 
the overarching question how to increase climate urgency 
and ambition to ensure global warming is kept well below 
1.5°C by 2100.

Urgent actions are required to sustain mountain 
environments and improve livelihoods in the Hindu Kush 
Himalaya (HKH). Extending 3,500 km over eight countries, 
from Afghanistan in the west to Myanmar in the east 
and crossing Pakistan, India, China, Nepal, Bhutan and 
Bangladesh, the HKH is one of the world’s greatest mountain 
systems. It directly supports the livelihoods of over 240 
million people living in its hills and mountains, and yields 
many benefits to the 1.65 billion people living downstream. 

Changes on the rooftop of the world are having and will 
continue to have major consequences, not only for the region 
but globally. Local, national, regional, and global actions 
are urgently needed to sustain this global asset, focusing on 
substantially increased investments and more robust regional 
cooperation for sustaining mountain environments and 
improving livelihoods in the HKH and concerted action to 
limit global warming to well below 1.5°C by 2100.
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