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GENDER IN WATER MANAGEMENT:

CONSIDERATIONS FOR NEPAL'S KOSHI RIVER BASIN water and fuel per day
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While both women and men interact heavily with water on a daily basis, their Bﬂ u/[] 20 % WOMEN
involvement in water management decisions is not equal. In the Koshi River 2 28 -
basin and across the Hindu Kush Himalayan region, there is a great need to )
HOURS Wornen and men often

adopt a gender-sensitive and responsive approach to water management.
experience water differently

While rmen use water for
imgation and large livestock,
wormen use it for household,

Despite their inherent responsibiliies _
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Women's participation surrounding water, women's involverment
in different phases of In local water institutions 1s usually low,
community-based passive, and non-technical
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Warnen's limited participation is rooted in
gender norms, These contribute to lack of
EPNANENESS r'-’.*qar'dlrn;; Jnermrment provisions
requiring 33% women's partiapation in
water user committees, and women's lack
of land ownership, which is often a oritenia for
mermbership in water institutions
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Water resource management is
miost effective when there is active
partiopation of both men and

wiormen in making decisions Percentage of men and women who own agricultural land TRADITIDNAL BELIEES BASED ON PATRIARCHY
Increase awareness about - Provide lzadership Enhance women's Establish gender audits Expand criteria so that
TO IMPROVE WOMEN’S existing gender equity - training to women and technical knowledge of to better track who is More wWomen can become
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION: provisions in state and promote them to water management and benefitting from services members in water
national policies & strategies decision-making roles disaster response systems and interventions Institutions
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